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Welcome to POLITICO New York's Public Law Report, a twice-a-week digest of news on courts 

and the law in New York. 

THE WAIT - During the waning hours of its session in mid-June, the state Legislature passed a 

bill that would take the financial responsibility of providing the constitutional right to counsel 

out of the hands of localities and place it in the hands of the state. 

The bill, like a number of others, has yet to be signed by Gov. Andrew Cuomo, though advocates 

have kept up the pressure for him to do so. 

Editorials in a number of publications, including the New York Times and Albany Times-Union 

came out in support of the measure shortly after it was sent to the governor, with the Times 

suggesting Cuomo "has no reason not to sign it into law." 

"As he knows, public defense is the cornerstone of an equitable justice system," the Times 

editorial board wrote. 

But this being Albany, nothing was quite as apparent on its face as that. Speaking to the New 

York Law Journal the week after the bill was passed, its sponsor, Assemblywoman Patricia 

Fahy, said the only fight more challenging than getting the bill through the Republican-

controlled Senate and the Democrat-controlled Assembly would be getting Cuomo to sign it. 

"There will be a battle there. There absolutely will be," Fahy told the paper. 

Since then, voices have continued to clamor for the bill to become law, with few, if any 

arguments being made - publicly, at least - for why Cuomo should shelve the idea. 

Arguing the need for the bill, given the current maelstrom over community-police relations, the 

Legislature's Black, Puerto Rican, Hispanic and Asian caucus made the civil rights case for it to 

be signed. 

"[I]t paints a path directly toward genuine justice and the kind of reforms on which we hope to 

work with you in the years to come," the caucus wrote in an Aug. 17 letter to Cuomo. 

At around the same time, Jonathan Gradess, executive director of the New York State Defenders 

Association, appealed to Cuomo's progressive proclivities, arguing that signing the bill would 

count among such achievements as the passage of marriage equality and new gender identity 

protections. 

"The same principles apply in our justice system. Public defense services should ensure that 

justice is available to all regardless of financial means," Gradess wrote. 
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Most recently, the New York State Association of Counties passed a resolution during its 

meeting in September urging the governor to sign the bill. This was buttressed by at least 28 

counties throughout the state passing resolutions on their own supporting its passage, according 

to a tally by NYSDA. 

Cuomo spokesman Rich Azzopardi reiterated the administration's line on the bill's prospects: it 

is, he said, "under review." 

 


